
The Papua Monitor: Q2/2026 
July 2026 Update: Human Rights and Conflict Developments in West Papua1, Indonesia - 

Covering Events from 1 April to 30 June 2026 (2nd Quarter 2026) 

Violations 2025 Q3 2025 Q4 2026 Q1 2026 Q2 

Torture 
8 victims in 5 cases 13 victims in 4 cases 38 victims im 16 

cases 
22 victims in 9 cases 

Freedom of expression 
27 victims in 5 cases 15 victims in 4 cases More 7 victims in 4 

cases 
More a dozen victims 
in 3 cases 

Killings 7 victims in 7 cases  21 victims in 7 cases  9 victims in 4 cases 24 victims in 11 cases 

Disappearances - 3 victims in 2 cases - 2 victims in one case 

Intimidation More than a hundred 
victims in 6 cases 

More than a dozen 
victims in 2 cases 

More than a dozen 
victims in 6 cases 

11 and dozen other 
victims in 5 cases 

Criminalisation 
3 victims in 3 cases 1 victim in 1 case 3 victims in 2 cases Hundreds of victims 

in 3 cases 

Ill-treatment 
 34 victims in 11 
cases 

40 victims in 15 
cases 

More than 22 victims 
in 6 cases 

More than 51 victims 
in 14 cases 

Cultural rights 
- Hundreds of victims 

in 2 cases 
- Dozens of victims in 

4 cases 

Arbitrary detention & 
arrest 

75 victims in 16 cases 28 victims in 9 cases 125 victims in 32 
cases 

37 victims in 18 
cases 

Freedom of assembly More than 27 in 5 
cases 

14 victims in 3 cases More than 6 victims 
in 3 cases 

More than dozens 
victims in 3 cases 

All other violations  
(health, labour, food 
environment , information, 
housing, fair trial, sexual 
assault, believe & religion) 

8 and dozens more 
victims in 7 cases 

3 and hundreds more 
victims in 3 cases 

3 and thousands of 
victims in 2 cases 

 3 and dozens of 
victims in 2 cases 

TOTAL 
118 and hundreds 
more victims in 38 
cases 

101 and several 
hundreds more 
victims in 30 cases 

166 and thousands  
more victims in 41 
cases 

121 and hundreds  
more victims in 45 
cases 

Table 1: Violation and victim data per quarter. A "+" symbol following a number indicates a certain count (the number given) plus an additional, less precise 
count (e.g., dozens, several). Each column is an independent set, reflecting the possibility of multiple violations per victim or case. Totals represent unique 
counts per column, not aggregate sums.  

 

 
1 The term West Papua, also sometimes referred to as Papua, Tanah Papua (Land of Papua) or Western New Guinea refers to the 
western half of the New Guinea islands and is recognized by the United Nations as part of Indonesia since 1969. It is comprised of 
the Indonesian administrative provinces Papua Province, Papua Barat Province, Papua Tengah Province, Papua Pegunungan 
Province, Papua Selatan Province, and Papua Barat Daya Province. The unresolved conflict about the political status of West 
Papua continues to cause violence and violations of human rights and indigenous people’s rights. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papua_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Papua_conflict
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Summary 
Human rights 
From April to June 2026, the human rights situation in West Papua was dominated by military operations 
and armed violence in Puncak and Intan Jaya regencies, Papua Tengah Province. Security operations were 
also reported in Mimika, Nduga, Yahukimo and Lanny Jaya regencies. HRM documented 24 victims of 
alleged extrajudicial killings during the quarter, alongside a marked increase in reported ill-treatment linked 
to security-force operations in the central highlands. 

The documentary Pesta Babi (“Pig Feast”), which examines land dispossession and the impact of resource 
extraction and military operations on Indigenous communities in the south of West Papua, was 
officially released on JubiTV’s YouTube channel on 22 May 2026, following more than 1,800 public 
screenings.  Organisers reported that the screening campaign, which ran for 40 days from 12 April and drew 
at least 15,000 registrants in Indonesia and abroad, faced significant obstruction, including intimidation and 
forced dispersals at no fewer than 52 locations, with some organisers cancelling events and others relocating 
or screening in secret. Meanwhile, the documentary has drawn widespread national attention for the 
situation of indigenous Papuans in the Merauke area. 

Impunity remained a central concern. Disciplinary sanctions imposed on officers following the killing of five 
civilians in Moanemani did not result in criminal prosecution, and all sanctioned officers appealed. LBH Papua 
also criticised the lack of progress in the investigation into the shooting of student Ebenius Tabuni in Jayapura 
City in October 2025. The family of 16-year-old Elki Wunungga continued to seek an impartial investigation 
into his fatal shooting in Bokondini District, Tolikara Regency.  

A military tribunal convicted four soldiers in connection with the acid attack on KontraS Director Andrie 
Yunus. Although several defendants were dismissed from military service, civil society organisations 
considered the sentences lenient. The European Parliament subsequently called for accountability for 
attacks on Mr Yunus and Muhammad Rosidi. 

Indigenous communities also faced growing pressure on customary land from military infrastructure, 
Strategic National Projects, large-scale agriculture, mineral extraction and logging. In Biak Numfor 
Regency, indigenous Byak communities opposed a planned national spaceport and communities in 
Makmakerbo, Oridek district challenged the construction of a TNI battalion headquarters on disputed 
customary land. In Merauke Regency, reports of large numbers of excavators being transported along the 
Maro River indicated a possible acceleration of land clearing. 

Conflict 
The armed conflict intensified significantly during the second quarter of 2026. On 28 May, the independent 
conflict-monitoring organisation Armed Conflict Location & Event Data (ACLED) reported that conflict-
related deaths had increased month by month since the beginning of the year and that more than 40 people 
had been killed in May alone, with civilians accounting for a significant proportion of the fatalities. 

The escalation coincided with the continued deployment of additional security personnel to West Papua. A 
Project Multatuli investigation, based on cross-verified troop mobilisation data and internal Indonesian 

https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/military-operations-against-idp-settlements-in-puncak-regency-kill-at-least-nine-civilians-injure-six/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/military-operation-in-intan-jaya-raises-serious-human-rights-concerns-escalation-of-armed-violence-causes-new-civilian-casualties-and-mass-displacement/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/pesta-babi-documentary-on-land-grabbing-in-merauke-released-online/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpdrWgDRVf8
https://www.aljazeera.com/video/newsfeed/2026/5/27/indonesian-authorities-crack-down-on-controversial-papua-documentary#flips-6396772160112:0
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/military-disperses-documentary-film-screening-in-ternate/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/authorities-disperse-documentary-screening-at-university-of-mataram/
https://jakartaglobe.id/lifestyle/indonesia-says-pesta-babi-screenings-were-never-banned
https://jakartaglobe.id/lifestyle/indonesia-says-pesta-babi-screenings-were-never-banned
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/impunity-persists-rights-groups-in-west-papua-demand-accountability-as-military-courts-shield-security-forces/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/at-least-five-papuan-civilians-killed-and-three-injured-by-bullets-during-alleged-retaliatory-security-force-operation-in-dogiyai-two-minors-among-the-victims/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/at-least-five-papuan-civilians-killed-and-three-injured-by-bullets-during-alleged-retaliatory-security-force-operation-in-dogiyai-two-minors-among-the-victims/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/police-detain-students-and-use-excessive-force-against-protesters-in-jayapura/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/police-detain-students-and-use-excessive-force-against-protesters-in-jayapura/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/police-detain-students-and-use-excessive-force-against-protesters-in-jayapura/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/indonesia-military-court-hands-lenient-sentences-to-soldiers-convicted-in-acid-attack-on-human-rights-defender-andrie-yunus-amid-continuing-calls-for-accountability/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/military-court-hears-medical-testimony-confirming-permanent-injuries-in-ccid-attack-against-kontras-activist-andrie-yunus/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/military-court-hears-medical-testimony-confirming-permanent-injuries-in-ccid-attack-against-kontras-activist-andrie-yunus/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/european-parliament-calls-for-accountability-over-acid-attacks-on-indonesian-activists/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/indigenous-byak-communities-protest-planned-national-spaceport-over-alleged-violations-of-customary-land-rights/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/indigenous-communities-challenge-alleged-transfer-of-customary-land-for-military-base-in-biak-numfor/
https://acleddata.com/expert-comment/why-indonesias-papua-region-becoming-deadlier
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/new-multatuli-project-report-exposes-disproportional-security-force-presence-in-west-papua/
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National Armed Forces (TNI) documents, estimated that 74,297 soldiers were deployed across 31 regencies 
in West Papua. This included 17,780 non-organic troops rotated from bases elsewhere in Indonesia at an 
estimated annual cost of IDR 2.34 trillion, approximately €113 million. Including police personnel, the total 
number of security force members in the region was estimated at 103,196. This corresponds to 
approximately one security officer for every 57 civilians -around six times the national average- and 72 
security personnel for every estimated pro-independence fighter. 

Military operations in the central highlands included the use of weaponised unmanned aerial vehicles in 
civilian-populated areas, raising serious concerns regarding compliance with the principle of distinction 
between combatants and civilians. Repeated armed violence and the heavy security force presence disrupted 
daily life and paralysed health and education services in several conflict-affected regencies. The resulting 
fear continued to drive civilians from their communities. As of 30 June 2026, armed conflict and military 
operations had displaced more than 125,931 people across West Papua. 

The use of victim-activated explosive devices also remained a serious concern. Between 1 and 6 May, a TNI 
operation in Omukia District, Puncak Regency, reportedly killed four Indigenous Papuans, including two 
women. Seven villagers were subsequently injured by booby traps that military personnel had allegedly 
placed beneath one of the bodies. The incident forms part of a broader pattern of alleged TNI use of victim-
activated explosive devices near Indigenous communities. Following an increasing number of documented 
incidents between 2023 and 2025, HRM published the special report No Safe Path Home, which examines 
these allegations in relation to Indonesia’s obligations under the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention. 

The reported use of weaponised drones against civilians also increased. Although occasional drone use had 
been documented during the previous five years, several alleged attacks occurred during the reporting 
period. On 22 June, 19-year-old Makelon Majau was reportedly injured during military drone strikes on 
Balamai Village, Hitadipa District, Intan Jaya Regency. On 18 June, a similar attack in Danggoa Village, 
Agisiga District, Intan Jaya Regency, injured two Indigenous women. On 6 June, 18-year-old Pendite Weya 
was reportedly killed by a suspected drone-delivered explosive in Wunapunggu Village, Melagi District, 
Lanny Jaya Regency. On 17 May, a military drone allegedly dropped grenades on St Paul’s Catholic Church 
in Mbamogo Village, Agisiga District, Intan Jaya Regency, shortly after worshippers had completed Sunday 
Mass. The headquarters of the West Papua National Committee (KNPB) in Jayapura City, Papua Province, 
had also allegedly been attacked by a drone on 16 March. 

Drone surveillance and attacks may increase with new military infrastructure. On 5 July 2026, shortly after 
the end of the reporting period, Defence Minister Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin and TNI Commander General Agus 
Subiyanto inaugurated a Centralised Drone Command Centre at the Yonif 754/ENK infantry battalion 
complex in Timika, Mimika Regency. The facility was inaugurated alongside the new headquarters of Joint 
Defence Area Command III, known as Kogabwilhan III, which will control the centre. It is intended to serve 
as the command-and-control hub for unmanned aerial vehicles supporting TNI task-force operations across 
West Papua and will enable centralised, real-time surveillance of operational areas. Media reports indicate 
that the drones are equipped with infrared cameras and thermal sensors capable of detecting human body 
heat in dense forest and at night. While the TNI presented the facility as part of the accelerated 
modernisation of national defence infrastructure and the protection of Indonesian sovereignty, deploying 
thermal-imaging surveillance in an active conflict area with a large civilian population raises concerns about 
indiscriminate surveillance and the difficulty of distinguishing civilians from combatants. 

https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/drone-attacks-on-catholic-church-and-customary-gathering-in-intan-jaya-regency-injures-five-civilians-and-triggers-mass-displacement/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/drone-attacks-on-catholic-church-and-customary-gathering-in-intan-jaya-regency-injures-five-civilians-and-triggers-mass-displacement/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/reports/idp-update-june26-government-neglect-drives-west-papuas-spiraling-displacement-emergency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/reports/idp-update-june26-government-neglect-drives-west-papuas-spiraling-displacement-emergency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/military-operations-in-omukia-district-puncak-regency-leave-at-least-four-indigenous-papuans-dead-seven-other-wounded-by-explosive-during-evacuation-of-bodies/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/military-operations-in-omukia-district-puncak-regency-leave-at-least-four-indigenous-papuans-dead-seven-other-wounded-by-explosive-during-evacuation-of-bodies/
https://suarapapua.com/2026/05/07/operasi-militer-berlanjut-di-distrik-omukia-sasaran-warga-sipil/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/reports/hrm-report-no-safe-path-home-examines-allegations-of-anti-personnel-mines-and-booby-traps-in-west-papua/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/again-civilian-injured-and-residents-displaced-following-drone-strikes-on-balamai-village-intan-jaya-regency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/two-papuan-women-injured-in-alleged-military-drone-strike-on-danggoa-village-in-intan-jaya/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/two-papuan-women-injured-in-alleged-military-drone-strike-on-danggoa-village-in-intan-jaya/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/papuan-civilian-killed-in-suspected-indonesian-military-drone-strike-in-lanny-jaya-regency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/papuan-civilian-killed-in-suspected-indonesian-military-drone-strike-in-lanny-jaya-regency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/drone-attacks-on-catholic-church-and-customary-gathering-in-intan-jaya-regency-injures-five-civilians-and-triggers-mass-displacement/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/drone-attack-on-the-office-of-papuan-movement-organisation-knpb-in-jayapura/
https://fajarpapua.com/2026/07/10/yonif-754enk-resmi-jadi-markas-drone-tni-di-papua-perkuat-operasi-dan-pengawasan-satgas
https://fajarpapua.com/2026/07/10/yonif-754enk-resmi-jadi-markas-drone-tni-di-papua-perkuat-operasi-dan-pengawasan-satgas
https://fajarpapua.com/2026/07/10/yonif-754enk-resmi-jadi-markas-drone-tni-di-papua-perkuat-operasi-dan-pengawasan-satgas
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HRM documented 36 armed attacks and clashes during the second quarter, compared with 35 during the 
previous quarter. Puncak Regency recorded the highest number, with ten incidents, followed by Intan Jaya 
Regency with eight. Repeated hostilities were also documented in Lanny Jaya, Puncak Jaya, Yahukimo and 
Mimika regencies, while isolated incidents occurred in Nduga, Maybrat and Dogiyai regencies. 

During these incidents, HRM recorded eight civilians killed by the TPNPB, with no civilian injuries attributed 
to the group. Security force personnel reportedly killed 26 civilians and injured 37 during armed clashes or 
counter-insurgency operations. These were the highest annualised quarterly figures for civilian deaths and 
injuries attributed to security forces documented by HRM during the past ten years. Among combatants, 
nine security force members were killed and three injured, while the TPNPB reportedly lost eight fighters 
and recorded three injured guerrillas. Comprehensive data on armed conflict violence in West Papua is 
available in the HRM 2025 annual report, published in March 2026.  

On 2 July 2026, shortly after the reporting period, TPNPB members reportedly shot and killed United 
States pilot Nicholas F. Goselin after an aircraft operated by PT Associated Mission Aviation, registration 
PK-RCY, landed at Ipdeheik Airstrip in Balinggama Village, Sobaham District, Yahukimo Regency, Papua 
Pegunungan Province. 

Political developments 
As the conflict in West Papua intensified and the humanitarian crisis remained unaddressed, the Indonesian 
Government continued to modernise its armed forces and pursued bilateral defence cooperation with 
Russia, France and the United States in April 2026. 

On 9 June 2026, the House of Representatives passed extensive revisions to the National Police Law in a 
single plenary session, and President Prabowo Subianto signed the bill into law as Law No. 5 of 2026 on 17 
June. Civil society organisations criticised the speed of the process and the absence of meaningful public 
consultation, warning that the law entrenches impunity and undermines long-demanded police reform. They 
argued that it fails to strengthen judicial oversight, expands the placement of active police officers in civilian 
government positions, concentrates institutional authority and leaves accountability largely to internal 
mechanisms that have repeatedly failed to prevent human rights violations. 

Cases 
Unlawful killings and enforced disappearances 

Papuan civilian allegedly tortured and subsequently executed 
following military detention in Intan Jaya 

Between 29 June and 1 July 2026, Indonesian National Armed 
Forces (TNI) personnel allegedly tortured Papuan civilian, Mr Okto 
Sani Tigau, 19, during detention and subsequently executed him in 

the Mamba Village, Sugapa District, Intan Jaya Regency. 

 

https://humanrightsmonitor.org/reports/annual-report-2025-human-rights-and-conflict-in-west-papua/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/general/american-mission-aviation-pilot-killed-and-civilian-aircraft-burned-in-yahukimo/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/general/american-mission-aviation-pilot-killed-and-civilian-aircraft-burned-in-yahukimo/
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/april-trends-and-may-alerts-2026#indonesia
https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch/april-trends-and-may-alerts-2026#indonesia
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/news/indonesias-revised-police-law-a-rushed-reform-weakening-accountability/
https://www.kompas.id/artikel/en-presiden-prabowo-sudah-sahkan-uu-polri-pemerintah-siap-jawab-gugatan-di-mk
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/cases/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/civilian-allegedly-tortured-and-subsequently-executed-after-military-detention-in-intan-jaya/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/civilian-allegedly-tortured-and-subsequently-executed-after-military-detention-in-intan-jaya/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/civilian-allegedly-tortured-and-subsequently-executed-after-military-detention-in-intan-jaya/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/civilian-allegedly-tortured-and-subsequently-executed-after-military-detention-in-intan-jaya/
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Papuan pastor killed during military operation in Intan Jaya 

On 29 June 2026, security forces reportedly shot dead Rev Elianus Agimbau, 20, a 
pastor of the Indonesian Tabernacle Church (GKII), whilst travelling through the 
Mbamogo Village area, located on the border between the Sugapa and the Agisiga 
districts. 

Hundreds protest in Tolikara, demanding justice for killing of 19-year-old 
civilian 

Korona Penggu was shot dead by Indonesian security force personnel on 27 June 
2026 at the summit of Mount Mega (Kubu Belela) in Tolikara Regency. His body 
was concealed in roadside bushes and was not discovered until three days later. 

Security forces alleged of unlawfully executing TPNPB member in Yahukimo 

On 17 June 2026, 20-year-old indigenous Yosan Suhuniap was reportedly tortured 
and subsequently executed after being captured by joint security force personnel in 
Dekai, Yahukimo Regency. 

18-year-old Papuan girl killed in suspected military drone strike in Lanny Jaya Regency - two persons 
remain missing since security force operation 

An 18-year-old Papuan girl named Mrs Pendite Weya was reportedly killed by a suspected 
drone-delivered explosive in Wunapunggu Village, Melagi District, Lanny Jaya Regency, on 
the morning of Sunday, 7 June 2026. 

Drone attacks on Catholic church and customary gathering in Intan Jaya Regency kill one, injure four 
civilians and trigger mass displacement 

On 17 May 2026, an Indonesian military drone reportedly dropped grenades on the St 
Paul’s Catholic Church in Mbamogo Village, Agisiga District, Intan Jaya Regency, shortly 
after worshippers had completed Sunday mass. At least four Indigenous Papuans 
sustained shrapnel injuries following explosions inside the church compound.  

Security forces shoot Papuan high school student in Dogiyai Regency 

On 10 May 2026, security forces allegedly shot dead Mr Nopison Tebai, a 21-year-old high 
school student, during a joint security operation in Dogimani and Idadagi villages, Dogiyai 
District, Dogiyai Regency, Central Papua Province. 

At least one person killed and six indigenous Papuans injured by bullets during military 
operation in Tembagapura 

On 7 and 8 May 2026, Indonesian military forces conducted an operation in the Kali Kabur 
(Kabur River) area of Tembagapura District, Mimika Regency, in the Central Papua province, 
resulting in injuries to at least six civilians and the killing of Nalince Wamang, 17. 

https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/papuan-pastor-killed-during-military-operation-in-intan-jaya/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/papuan-pastor-killed-during-military-operation-in-intan-jaya/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/thousands-protest-in-tolikara-demanding-justice-for-killing-of-19-year-old-civilian/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/thousands-protest-in-tolikara-demanding-justice-for-killing-of-19-year-old-civilian/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/thousands-protest-in-tolikara-demanding-justice-for-killing-of-19-year-old-civilian/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/security-forces-alleged-of-unlawfully-executing-tpnpb-member-in-yahukimo/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/security-forces-alleged-of-unlawfully-executing-tpnpb-member-in-yahukimo/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/papuan-civilian-killed-in-suspected-indonesian-military-drone-strike-in-lanny-jaya-regency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/papuan-civilian-killed-in-suspected-indonesian-military-drone-strike-in-lanny-jaya-regency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/drone-attacks-on-catholic-church-and-customary-gathering-in-intan-jaya-regency-injures-five-civilians-and-triggers-mass-displacement/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/drone-attacks-on-catholic-church-and-customary-gathering-in-intan-jaya-regency-injures-five-civilians-and-triggers-mass-displacement/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/security-forces-shoot-high-school-student-in-dogiyai-regency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/security-forces-shoot-high-school-student-in-dogiyai-regency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/at-least-six-indigenous-papuans-injured-by-bullets-during-military-operation-in-tembagapura/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/at-least-six-indigenous-papuans-injured-by-bullets-during-military-operation-in-tembagapura/
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Military operations in Omukia District. Puncak Regency, leave at least four indigenous Papuans dead 
– Seven other wounded by explosive during evacuation of bodies 

The Indonesian military TNI conducted operations in Omukia District, 
Puncak Regency, between 1 and 6 May 2026, which reportedly resulted in 
the deaths of four indigenous Papuans, including two women.  Seven villagers 
reportedly were injured by booby traps that military personnel had planted 
under one of the bodies. 

Police shooting kills 16-year-old Papuan during clash between residents in 
Bokondini, Tolikara Regency 

On 14 April 2026, a police officer shot dead 16-year-old Elki Wunungga in Mairini 
Village, Bokondini District, Tolikara Regency, Papua Highlands Province. The incident 
occurred during a violent confrontation between mourners at a funeral. 

Military operations against IDP settlements in Puncak Regency kill eleven civilians, injure at least 
eleven others 

Between 13 and 15 April 2026, Indonesian security forces allegedly carried out 
ground and aerial military operations in Guamo Village, Pogoma District, and in IDP 
sites and multiple villages across Kembru District, Puncak Regency, resulting in the 
deaths of at least eleven indigenous civilians, injuries to at least eleven others 

Torture & ill-treatment 

Military operation in Intan Jaya raises serious human rights 
concerns: Escalation of armed violence causes new civilian 
casualties and mass displacement 

On 29 June, two Papuan civilians, Mr Daud Hagisimijau, 18, and 16-
year-old Kiko Hagisimijau, were reportedly shot by security force 

personnel while assisting in the construction of St Francis Xavier Catholic Church in Titigi Village. 

Again, civilian injured and residents displaced following drone strikes on Balamai 
Village, Intan Jaya 

A 19-year-old civilian, Mr Makelon Majau, was reportedly injured during alleged 
Indonesian military drone strikes targeting Balamai Village in Hitadipa District, Intan 
Jaya Regency, on 22 June 2026. 

Two Papuan women injured in alleged military drone strike on 
Danggoa Village in Intan Jaya 

Two Papuan women, Mrs Otovina Hogajau and Mrs Agolu Pogau, were seriously injured 
during an alleged Indonesian military drone strike in Danggoa Village, Agisiga District, Intan 
Jaya Regency, on 18 June 2026. 

https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/military-operations-in-omukia-district-puncak-regency-leave-at-least-four-indigenous-papuans-dead-seven-other-wounded-by-explosive-during-evacuation-of-bodies/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/military-operations-in-omukia-district-puncak-regency-leave-at-least-four-indigenous-papuans-dead-seven-other-wounded-by-explosive-during-evacuation-of-bodies/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/military-operations-in-omukia-district-puncak-regency-leave-at-least-four-indigenous-papuans-dead-seven-other-wounded-by-explosive-during-evacuation-of-bodies/
https://suarapapua.com/2026/05/07/operasi-militer-berlanjut-di-distrik-omukia-sasaran-warga-sipil/
https://suarapapua.com/2026/05/07/operasi-militer-berlanjut-di-distrik-omukia-sasaran-warga-sipil/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/police-shooting-kills-16-year-old-papuan-during-clash-between-residents-in-bokondini-tolikara-regency/
https://humanrightsmonitor.org/case/police-shooting-kills-16-year-old-papuan-during-clash-between-residents-in-bokondini-tolikara-regency/
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Student shot and houses burnt to the ground during military operation 
in Kali Biru, Yahukimo 
 
On 15 June 2026, an 18-year-old student named Yustinus Yalak 
reportedly sustained a gunshot wound to his right thigh (see photos below, 
source: independent HRD) during an alleged military operation in Dekai 
Town, Yahukimo Regency. 
 

Joint security force members arbitrarily detain four indigenous Papuans – one detainee 
allegedly tortured during detention  

On 10 June 2026, members of the Habema Police Task Force and Marine Corps personnel 
arbitrarily arrested four Papuan civilians at a security checkpoint on Seradala Road, Dekai 
District, Yahukimo Regency, Papua Highlands Province. 

Joint security forces alleged of torturing four Papuans including a minor during detention in Dekai, 
Yahukimo Regency 

On 10 May 2026, joint security force personnel arbitrarily detained four 
indigenous Papuans on Jalan Kurima in Dekai, Yahukimo Regency, Papua 
Pegunungan Province. Security force members apprehended and reportedly 
tortured Mr Kablik Giban, 46, Mr Matius Giban, 18, Mr Toni Giban, 43, and 
a 14-year-old whilst in custody. 

Police reportedly shot seven students during civil unrest following graduation 
parade in Kobakma, Mamberamo Tengah Regency 

On 5 May 2026, police officers opened fire at protesters and injured at least seven 
civilians with bullets, most of them senior high school students conducting a parade 
to celebrate their school graduation in Kobakma, Mamberamo Tengah Regency, 

Papua Pegunungan Province. 

Three police officers torture Papuan villager during custody at Demta Police Station 

Officers of the Demta Sub-district Police detained 30-year-old Agustinus Burame in the 
Demta District, Jayapura Regency, Papua Province on 4 May 2026. While held in police 
custody, he was allegedly beaten by three police officers, sustaining serious injuries to his 
head and body. 

Police officer allegedly hits woman during motorcycle accident and opens fire at 
bystanders in Dekai 

Mrs Nelly Wenda sustained critical injuries after allegedly being struck by a motorcycle 
ridden by two members of the Yahukimo District Police in Dekai, Yahukimo Regency, 
Papua Pegunungan Province, on 3 May 2026. Witnesses accused the officers of being 
intoxicated at the time of the accident occurred. 
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Arbitrary detention, intimidation, and criminalisation 

Security forces arbitrarily detain indigenous Papuan in Intan Jaya 
On 24 June 2026, joint security force members arbitrarily detained indigenous 
Papuan, Mr Paskalis Pogau, in the centre of Sugapa Town, Intan Jaya Regency, 
Central Papua Province. 
 

Indigenous Papuan arbitrarily arrested during security force raid in Dekai 

A civilian was reportedly arbitrarily detained during a joint TNI–POLRI 
operation in Dekai Town, Yahukimo Regency, on 19 June 2026. 

Indigenous Papuan arbitrarily arrested in Dekai 

An Indigenous Papuan man was reportedly arbitrarily detained by members of the 
Indonesian Marine Corps (Marinir) in Dekai Town, Yahukimo Regency, on 17 June 2026. 
According to information received, the victim, Heri Sohona Bahabol, also known as Heri 
Asuk, was arrested without explanation 

Police officers arrest Papuan student without warrant at Jayapura 
Harbour - Suspect allegedly tortured during detention   

On 11 June 2026, intelligence and police officers forcibly arrested twenty-three-year-
old student Roy Suhuniap at Jayapura Port, Jayapura City, Papua Province. Mr Suhuniap 
had just arrived in Jayapura aboard the Gunung Dempo Ship. 
 

State officials allegedly intimidate environmental activists following World 
Environment Day protest in South Sorong 
On 5 June 2026, a group of environmental activists in South Sorong Regency, 
Southwest Papua province, were allegedly subjected to intimidation, threats and 
one incident of physical assault following a peaceful World Environment Day 
protest at the South Sorong Regent’s Office. 

Alleged drone strikes damage civilian homes and gardens in Nduga 

Between 31 May and 4 June 2026, Indonesian military forces reportedly carried 
out a series of aerial attacks using unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) in Yuguru 
Village, Mebarok District, Nduga Regency, Papua Pegunungan province. 

Military personnel arbitrarily detain two indigenous 
Papuans at TNI Post in Sugapa District, Intan Jaya 

Military personnel reportedly apprehended Mr Erner Kobogau, a 24-year-old farmer, 
without showing a warrant in Sugapa Town, Intan Jaya Regency, on 29 May 2026. 
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Military personnel detained two pupils without warrant in Dekai, 
Yahukimo - Relatives unable to cfirm their whereabouts 

On 26 May 2026, members of the Indonesian National Armed Forces 
Marine Corps (TNI-AL) allegedly arrested the two Papuan pupils Atinus 
Payage, 16, and Aman Heluka, 17, in the Paradiso area of Dekai, 
Yahukimo Regency, Papua Highlands Province 

Arbitrary detention, alleged torture and intimidation of KNPB activist in Dekai, 
Yahukimo Regency 

On 19 May 2026, joint Indonesian security forces apprehended Mr Ruben Kobak, the Head 
of Diplomacy for the West Papua National Committee (KNPB) Yahukimo Regional Branch, 
in Dekai Town, Yahukimo Regency, Papua Pegunungan Province. 

12-year-old boy arbitrarily arrested by joint forces in Yahukimo 

A 12-year-old boy, Yosua Segenil, was allegedly arbitrarily arrested by members of the 
Indonesian National Armed Forces (TNI) and the Indonesian National Police (Polri) on 2 
May 2026, at approximately 3:00 pm on Jalan Kurima (Kali Biru) in Dekai, Yahukimo 
Regency. 

TNI personnel detain four activists without warrant in 
Boven Digoel Regency 

On 1 May 2026, members of Kodim 1711/Boven Digoel allegedly detained 
four political activists in the grounds of the Catholic Church of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary in Mawan Village, Mandobo District, Boven 
Digoel Regency, South Papua Province. 

Arbitrary arrest of hospital patient in Dekai, Yahukimo Regency 

On 29 April 2026, members of the Cartenz Peacekeeping Special Police Unit reportedly arrested Mr Natan 
Heluka, 21, at Kilo 4, Dekai, Yahukimo Regency, Papua Pegunungan province. 

Indonesian military allegedly raid homes and intimidate residents in Yahukimo 

Indonesian military personnel from a Marine unit (Korps Marinir) allegedly carried out a pre-
dawn raid on two civilian homes in the Kebun Nenas residential area on Jalan Kali Merah, 
Dekai, Yahukimo Regency, on the night of 25 April 2026 at approximately 3 am. 

Arbitrary detention of two Papuans in South Sorong Regency 

On 15 April 2026, joint security force members arbitrarily apprehended Mr Moses Worait 
and  Mr Lukas Ky at a motorbike workshop located next to the South Sorong Police Station 
in Teminabuan District, Southwest Papua Province. 

Military members arbitrarily detain seven indigenous Papuans in East Beoga District, Puncak Regency 

On 15 April 2026, Indonesian military personnel allegedly detained seven indigenous Papuans from Kimurik 
and Pupet villages without a warrant in East Beoga District, Puncak Regency, Central Papua Province. 
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Marine Corps personnel arbitrarily detain and torture five indigenous Papuans in Yahukimo Regency 

On 4 April 2026, Marine Corps personnel (TNI-AL) reportedly detained Mr Yepi Magayang, 25, and Mr 
Kayas Nepsan, 23. Mr Eri Odban, 20, Mr Enias Magayang, 18, and Mr Akilis Osu, 22, without legal grounds 
on Jalan Gunung, Dekai District, Yahukimo Regency, Papua Highlands Province. 

Freedom of expression, and freedom of peaceful assembly and association 

Two Papuan students sustain head injuries as counter-protesters restrict 
peaceful student demonstration in Makassar, others suffer minor injuries 

On 29 June 2026, two Papuan students were reportedly injured during a 
peaceful demonstration organised by the Forum for Student Solidarity in 
Support of the Papuan People (FSMP-PRP) in Makassar after they were 
allegedly attacked by members of a right-wing nationalist group. 

Military disperses documentary film screening in Ternate 

Members of the Indonesian National Armed Forces (TNI) reportedly 
dispersed a public screening of the documentary film Pesta Babi in Ternate 
City, North Maluku, on 8 May 2026. The screening was forcefully halted 
because the military members considered the documentary to be provocative 
and capable of inflaming sensitive ethnic and religious tensions. 

Authorities disperse documentary screening at University of Mataram 

On the evening of 7 May 2026, students and civil society organisations gathered 
at the Student Activity Centre of the University of Mataram for a public 
screening of the documentary Pesta Babi – Colonialism in Our Time, followed by 
a public discussion. Vice Rector III Sujita and dozens of campus security personnel 
instructed organisers to cancel the event.  

Security forces disperse peaceful student 
protest with tear gas in residential areas in Jayapura 

On 27 April 2026, joint security forces violently dispersed a peaceful 
student demonstration organised by the Papuan Student Solidarity 
(SOMAP) in Waena and Abepura, Jayapura City, Papua province. 

Other violations 

Transmigration residents and Moi Aresi Clan challenge palm oil 
company over alleged unlawful land use in Sorong 

Land disputes involving PT Inti Kebun Sejahtera (PT IKS) escalated in June 
2026 as former transmigration residents in Klasof Village, Moisegen 
District, and the indigenous Aresi clan sought legal remedies over unlawful 
occupation and use of their land for oil palm plantations. 
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Indigenous Byak communities protest planned national Spaceport over alleged 
violations of customary land rights  

Indigenous Byak communities in Saukobye (Warbon) Village, North Biak District, Biak 
Numfor Regency, carried out a series of peaceful customary actions during June 2026 to 
oppose Indonesia's planned National Spaceport. 

Indigenous communities challenge alleged transfer of customary land for military base 
in Biak Numfor 

Indigenous communities in the Makmakerbo Village, Oridek 
District, Biak Numfor Regency, have challenged the construction 
of the Indonesian TNI Yonif TP 858/MSB battalion headquarters 
through customary proceedings, complaints to Komnas HAM, and 
advocacy before the Papua Provincial Parliament (DPRP). 

Military intervention at Kamuyen indigenous community's blockade of disputed road project in 
Merauke 

On 23 May 2026, members of the Kamuyen indigenous community reportedly 
maintained a peaceful blockade against the construction of a 135-kilometre road 
project crossing their customary land in Nakias Village, Ngguti District, Merauke 
Regency, South Papua Province. 

Kwipalo indigenous community opposes alleged land clearing on customary land in 
Merauke 

On 15 May 2026, Indigenous landowners from the Kwipalo clan reportedly confronted 
workers of PT Murni Nusantara Mandiri (MNM) in Muchikai Hamlet, Jagebob District, 
Merauke Regency, South Papua Province, after the company allegedly continued clearing 
customary land belonging to the clan. 
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