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PRESS STATEMENT 

New Zealand pilot targeted for New Zealand’s 

Complicity in Genocide 

Australia 9 February 2023 

As detailed in reports by academics, legal scholars, and human rights organisations – 

including the United Nations – the people of West Papua are being subjected to a 

systematic programme of annihilation described as meeting the legal definition of Crimes 

Against Humanity,1 if not Genocide.2  

More recently the United Nations ‘Joint Communication from Special Procedures’ by the 

Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Special Rapporteur on 

Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions and the Special Rapporteur on the Human 

Rights of Internally Displaced Persons dispatched to the Indonesian Ambassador dated 27 

December 2021,3 the follow-up United Nations statement of 1 March 2022 titled ‘Indonesia: 

UN experts sound alarm on serious Papua abuses, call for urgent aid’,4 and the UN News 

article titled ‘Indonesia: Shocking abuses against indigenous Papuans, rights experts report’ 

further highlights the ongoing oppression.5 

However, without the military equipment and training provided to Indonesia by Western 

nations including the US, Germany, Israel, Switzerland, Belgium, the UK, Australia and New 
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Zealand, this programme of annihilation simply could not occur.6 The Free Papua Movement 

thus regards these UN members as complicit in genocide under Article 4 of the Genocide 

Convention and thus demands the immediate cessation of military support to the rogue 

state of Indonesia.  

As detailed by numerous legal scholars, the transfer of West Papua to the United Nations in 

1962 and then to Indonesia in 1963 was in breach of international law governing 

decolonisation.7 Similarly, the sham “act of free choice” in 1969 when under UN supervision 

Indonesia hand-picked 0.1 percent of the Papuan population to vote for integration was in 

clear breach of universal suffrage.8  

The arrest of New Zealand pilot Philip Mehrtens operating in the Ndugama war zone by 

OPM’s freedom fighters under the command of Brigadier General Egianus Kogoya was 

carried out in order to bring the ongoing state of human suffering and war in West Papua to 

the attention of the international media and world community. All passengers have been 
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released however the New Zealand pilot will remain hostage until the following conditions 

have been met: 

1. New Zealand and other governments cease providing military training and weapons 

to Indonesia; 

2. New Zealand bring this armed conflict matter to the United Nations Security Council 

for a lasting resolution; 

3. The United Nations Security Council recognises a state of international conflict in 

West Papua and demands Indonesia’s withdrawal; 

4. The United Nations Organisation recognises and corrects its covert misconduct in the 

transfer of this Territory to itself and then Indonesia;  

5. The International Criminal Court commences investigations into Indonesia’s human 

rights abuses in West Papua; and, 

6. Indonesia withdraws all military personnel from the Territory and recognises West 

Papua’s independence. 

The Free Papua Movement welcomes dialogue with Member States and the United Nations 

Security Council in order to resolve this international conflict as enshrined in the UN 

Charter.  

The Free Papua Movement reminds member states of their obligation under UN resolution 

2621 ‘Programme of action for the full implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 

of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples’ to provide “both moral and material 

assistance” to the people of West Papua in their struggle for independence.9  

The Free Papua Movement again advises all Javanese and other foreigners residing in West 

Papua to immediately return to your homeland if you do not wish to be targeted by our 

TPNPB-OPM freedom fighters. 

 

Akouboo Amatus Douw 

Head of Foreign Affairs & Diplomatic Council  

TPNPB-OPM / Free Papua Movement 
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